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Foreword

This volume, jointly edited by the Department of Cultural Heritage:
Archaeology, History of Art, of Music and Cinema of the University of
Padova, and by ISMEO-The International Association for Mediterranean
and Oriental Studies, Rome, ideally represents an ideal continuation of the
joint commitment of Italian and Iranian archaeologists in the exploration of
the prehistory and protohistory of Sistan, one of the most historically relevant
cores of the Iranian civilization at the eastern edge of the Iranian plateau. Our
late colleague Maurizio Tosi (1944-2017), the original investigator of Shahr-i
Sokhta, and the first explorer of Tappeh Graziani, would certainly have
welcomed the follow-up of the series he was thinking about, when almost 40
years ago he entitled a major collection of articles on the results of his research
Prebistoric Sistan 1 (1983a). To his memory, this contribution is respectfully
dedicated, in the spirit of unbroken collaboration and consolidated friendship
that has never stopped between Iranian archaeologists and Institutions and
the Italian side.
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