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Tre importanti edifici monumentali di età achemenide sono stati scoperti nella regione del 
Golfo Persico, nella contea del Dashtestan (Iran sud-occidentale) e vicino alla moderna città di 
Borazjan, dove gli storici collocano la città chiamata Tamukkan nelle fonti elamite. Inoltre, nel 
corso di ricognizioni condotte in quest’area sono stati individuati numerosi siti archeologici, tra 
cui alcuni del periodo achemenide. Nel presente lavoro tutte le fonti archeologiche e storiche re-
lative alla presenza di età achemenide nel Dashtestan sono state riunite, con l’obiettivo di inter-
pretarle con lo stesso approccio degli studi sugli insediamenti che ha prodotto ottimi risultati nel 
Fars centrale, soprattutto a Persepoli. Così facendo, la topografia del Dashtestan in epoca ache-
menide è stata ricostruita nelle sue linee generali. Il risultato di maggiore novità è che per la prima 
volta è possibile dimostrare l’esistenza nella contea di Dashtestan di un insediamento del periodo 
achemenide, che oltretutto condivideva con i coevi insediamenti di Persepoli e Pasargade le stesse 
caratteristiche planimetriche e architettoniche. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Dashtestan is a humid county in the present-day Province of Bushehr in Southern 

Iran located between the Zagros mountains and the Persian Gulf (Fig. 1). The county 
neighbours the Province of Fars on the North and East, the counties of Bushehr, Tangestan 
and Ganava of the Province of Bushehr on the West and the Dashti county within the 
same province on the South. Dashtestan comprises three districts.1 The main centre of 
the Dashtestan county is the city of Borazjan (Figs. 1, 2), situated South of the Hilleh 
river roughly 50 km from the Persian Gulf coast and 60 km from Bushehr port, the prov-
incial capital. Borazjan is located in a plain having the same name with an area of almost 
one fifth of Dashtestan.2 The perennial Hilleh river divides upstream in Dorudgah village 
into two small rivers, i.e. Dalaki and Shapur (Figs. 2, 3).3 The Northern coast of the Persian 

* The study of the Achaemenid monumental buildings located in Dashtestan was part of the author’s 
doctoral dissertation (Matin 2018). To this end, he would like to thank Nasrolah Ebrahimi who kindly accom-
panied him on his visit to these monuments and shared with him his invaluable insights. The author also thanks 
Ali A. Sarfaraz who generously granted him the permission to use the unpublished report of the Charkhab 
excavations, deposited in the Iranian Centre for Archaeological Research. Last but not least, the author wishes 
to express his gratitude to Pierfrancesco Callieri and Wouter F.M. Henkelman, his dissertation supervisors, 
who kindly read the first draft of this paper and provided their meticulous comments. Needless to say, the 
author alone assumes responsibility for any possible error in the text. 

1 Namely, Sa’dabad, Shabankareh and the Markazi (central) districts with Borazjan being in the latter 
district (Sadagat-Kish 2011). 

2 For the Borazjan plain, see Mohammadkhani, Parsaee Borazjani, Ebrahimi 2020: 1126-1127, with 
related bibliography. 

3 The name of Dorudgah (“conjunction of two rivers”) village is taken from the fact that the Shapur joins 
the Dalaki in this zone (Yaghmaee 2017: 131). 
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